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Council Chamber is strictly limited. He is never
allowed to decide the final issues between war and
peace. In the same way, the layman's point of view
is badly needed with regard to this whole Frontier
question. What is more, we have not only to obtain
the layman's outlook, but also, distinctively, the
Indian standpoint. For the British rulers cannot ever
hope to know the mind of the people of the country
as Indians do themselves.
To give one example of divergent views, it is
held very widely indeed among Indian public men
that to Great Britain, as the centre of a world
dominion, the imperial need comes first and India's
need comes second. It is strongly surmised that the
British Government maintains a standing army in
India more for the sake of its own imperial require-
ments m the East than for India's protection. The
natural objection is raised that friendly relations
with the neighbouring Powers are not helped, but
hindered thereby. Where there is vital difference of
opinion on an important matter of this kind, it is
surely better to bring it to the Council Table than
summarily to dismiss it by declaring that foreign
affairs must be left finally to Great Britain.
It may be well, then, at the outset, to tabulate
some of the different aspects of the subject which
will come under review; for they hang together.
While doing so, I shall try to indicate briefly my
own position.
(i) Owing to India being a "Dependency" of
Great Britain, the Indian "representatives" at the